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The erowning ambition of Nell Bor-
den was to possesa an automobile, He
begin saving money to that end, but
the process was u slow one, He was
a bright, rubleund young man of twet-
ty-two, earned sixty dollars a month
a8 n clerk, nnd was too good-nntured
and satisfled with life to guarrel or
complaln, He was freehearted, in-
genlous, but slmple and credulous, and
ns he had never done anything to set
the world on fire, was set down as
medioers, and contented with belng
clussed In that category.

As sald, Nell longed for an automo-
bile, and had saved up something to-
wards it, and then a queer freak of
fate, or rather misadventure, brought
the coveted object of his desire direct
to his doorstep.

A blrd of evil omen, adventurer,
swindier nnd soldier of fortune named
Boyden, looking for n place to lght,
swooped down upon Fualrview to In-
terest those having money in a gold
mine promotion. They had been bit-
ten before, however, and Boyden met
with little success. He kept his auto-
moblle In an old ghed, all that was left
of structural evidence on a lot where
the house had burned down. He sent
for a partner in erime, one Davlin, to
Join him and select some other terri-
tory econtalning gullible Investors,

Davlin arrived at Falrview, many
seas over, took it upon himself to ap-
propriate the auto out for n #pin, and
about midnight, at his hotel, Boyden
wng cdlled out of bed to the tele-
phone,

“It's me,” was announced in maud-
lin tones,

"“Who s me? demnanded Boyden.

“Joe Duavlin, of course, Say, Hoy-
den, I'm nll In, and I've run the ma-
chine Into a telograph pole and pretty
nigh smashed it to fiinders. You'll
have to get some garage machine to
haul us Into town.”

Boyden's keen eyes sparkled. e
was never at a loss to turn an Inecl-
dont to his own advantage.

“You get right to the hotel here
he ordered his befuddled friend man-
datorily. “Leave the machine where
it Is, Don't say & word to unybody
about the aceldent. Do just as I say,
or I'll throw you over for good.™

In the course of un hour Davlin ar-
rived at the botel. Boyden got him to
bhedd, Then he used the phone Hbernl-
ly. He gent word to the office of the
city compnny Insuring his automoblle
agninst theft, that it had been stolen,
Pluoidly chuekiing, he went to hed
himself, feeling that he had done a
good hour's work,

Next day the insurance adjuster ar-
rived. The local ‘watchman had found
the wrecked machine, mipus Its tires,
which gsomeone had stolen. There
conld be no doubt that it bhad been
stolen nund wrecked, Boyden recvived
three times what be would have taken
for the machine and left for new fields
of adventure and speculation,

Tt happened that Nell eame upon the
adjuster, anxious to settle the affalr
and get back to the city, The wreck
wad offered to the loenl garage for
£100."

“T wouldn't give §50." remarked the
garapge man contemptuounsly.

“Take It for £50," pressed the In-
surance adiuster eagerly.

“Don’'t want It at any price™

“l“(]f’r}'?'
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“T'll glve forty,” spoke up Nell, and
the bargain was clinched on the spot.

Ned had a friend who operated no
small mnchine shop, and to his plnee
he hind the wrecked anto taken, The
latter was friendly and clever, He
patched up the disjolnted machine,
happened to have a get of solld rubber
fires that had been once used on a
truck, and, clumsy, grinding, missing
fl=e regularly, but golng just the sume,
the machine tore prondly about the
vilinge. Nell was too pleased to hear
the feeors of those who eriticized the
old vuttletrap, He was proud as Lucl-
for when, coming down a steap hill,
e wos arrested for speeding.

“That wnsn't power,” enlightened a
friemd, "It wos momentum.

“What does It matter, so she ﬂ()l.‘ﬂl“
chirped Neil,

Now, destiny wna preparing a new
surprise for Neil, which linked In with
the incident of the wreck, One day a
handgome young man and a lovely girl
of seventeen, Gabrielle North, left the
traln at Falrview with some trepida-
tlon,

They hasteneéd to rench the outskirts
of the town. On a bench outside of
the shed where Nell kept his beloved
putomobile and was tinkering aver it
inslde at that moment, they sat down
10 rest,

“The telegram from our mutual
friend which we recelved here, says
that your uncle has wired to have us
stopped when we reach Rosebury,”
spoke the young man in an anxious
and serlous tone.

“Then It seems,” murmured the
young lady sorrowfully, “that we ean't
go to Rosebury.”

“No, not by train, and as soon a5
gour uncle finds we have left the train
he will have his hireling sples after
u= ull nlong the route

“0Ob, Walter! what are we evér go-

Ing to do?" walled the girl at the polnt
of tenrs,

"Rench Rosebury some other way
than by rall"™ was the prompt re-
sponse.  “You see, watchful as your
uncle is, he don't know that we are
headed for my friend, the Rey, Jarvls
Bothwell nt Rosebury, who will marry
us at once. Then we can defy the
malignant old guardian, who ls bound
you shall wed nnother man of his se-
lection.”

"Walter," sohbed Gabrielle pathotl-
oally, “I am yourg till denth!"

ANl this and much more Neil over-
heard, hammer suspended, hls good,
sympathetic  heart stirred to  lils
depthe, At the end of ten minutes he
understood the situntion complete,

Here were two gentle sonls pursued
by an ogre In the shape of n meretri-
clous  relntive and  guardian, who
songhl to rend them rudely npart and
erush thelr muteal love under his feet,
It should not he! Nell startled the
cooing, ealeulnting palr by abruptly
confronting them,

“Friends,"” he announced clearly.
"T've been pavesdropplng. T overhenrd
all you sald, and I'm going to help
yon"

Gabrielle clung cloger to her hraove
lover, Whalter scanned hopefully the
open, honest face of the Intruder,

“"How can you help us?' he ques-
tloned dublonsly,

“By taking you to Rosebury in my
nutomobile”

“But the roads may be watched."

“T won't take the roads” explulned
Nell, “that 18, the traverszed ronds,
Here's the proposition; If you think
that striking Rosebury after dark by
an untriveled route you ean manage
to reach this minister friend without
being discovered, I'll get you there,'

“You wilt”

“Without fall!"

“I'Il make it the hest dny's work
von ever did,” pledged Walter Young.
“8ee here, frlend, 'm not marrying
this jewel of nn angel for money., I've
got more of It than she has. It's n
ense of genulne, disinterested love and
a eruel, scheming guardinn”

“T guessed that” nodded Nell In oo
chipper way. “Now let me expiain to
you. There's a half road west ; no one
over uses It now, It runs by the old
gloss factory that burned down., It's
made up of refuse and elnders that
would ruln ordinary tires In ton min-
utes. I've got solld ones. Folks have
Jeered at my old machine, but all the
sme it enn make that trip, nnd they
couldn't even begfn it"

“Oh, Walter, this s dreadful!” pal-
pitated Gahrielle, s, an hour Inter, In
the dark the old anto bumped nnd
skidded and thundered along over the
gln=s works road,

“Not when It throws you Into my
arms " crled Walter jubllantly, “Think
of onr gomd fortune In running across
this genninely fine young fellow, with
it heart blg ns the moon 1"

With a whiz the antomoblle finally
rolled out into & smooth country Inne.

“You've arrived,” nnnounced Nell
*“What's the program? This is the
edge of Rosebury.”

*I think,” spoke Walter, after brief
thought, “that 'l take no risks, I'll
lenve you two here, go for Mr, Both-
well and we'll got marrled before we
venture lato town'

. He was gone an hour, He returned
with his friend. There, In the auto-
mobile, the solemn words were pro-
nounced that made the runaways man
and wife.

“Por you.” spoke Walter Young, tak-
ing Nell aslde and pressing a folded
slip of paper Into the hand of thelr
guilant chauffenr, “It's a check, and
good, aad none too blg for n man whe
hns helped me with the best lttle girl
in the world!”

When Nell Borden opened the check,
bavk at Falrview, four hours later, he
found It to be for one thousand dol-
lars. The adventure it commemorited
had awakened latent romance In his
heart. He could afford to think of a
life companion now, and did. His
cholee fortunately fell npon n sweet
souled ereature who dld not disdain
riding in the old automobile, and Neil
made that the test of her worthiness,

WAKEFUL HOURS SEEM LONG

One Thinks He Has Slept Little if He
Is Aroused Several Times Dur-
Ing the Night.

It I8 surprising what lttle sleep men
enn get on with, nod then, not a fow
men who think they are getting only
nn hour or two of sleep an night, are
really getting much more ; but bechuse
they nwanke or are awakened five or
six times during the night they think
they sleep very little in betweon, says
n writer In the Amertcan Magnzine,
Nothing s so fallaclous gs our esti-
miute of how long wae have been
asleep, Usunlly when we wake, feel-
Ing quite rested, we were scarcely
more than an hour or two asleep. If
we wake feellng so tired that we hope
It 1s before midnight, it Is probubly
nearly tlme to got up. Only too often,
Indeed, 1t 18 after the time.

Feellng rested Is very largely a mat-
ter of how much our wills are
nwakened, how firmly we have got
hold of ourselves and then how Inter-
esting 18 the work ahead of us and
how anxious we are to get up and get
at it, while feeling fatigued Is very
much 4 matter of not wanting to get
up, becuuse the work shead of ue is
anuoylog and full of complications,
and is not promising at best, and has,
perhaps, heen put off for three or four
days because we do not cave to get
at it

Imitating the Cows.

“Can 1 get some fresh eggs at your
house today?' esked a nelghbor of
small Harry,

“No, madam,” replied the lttle fel-

low. “All our hens nave gone dry.”

Our policy of wilful waste
in the past is bringing about
a condition of woeful want
:: Alaska’s great resources

HE people of the Unlted States
are the most loveterate pnd
wasteful readers of newspnpers
ifn the world. Not only do we
heive the lnrgest papers for the
least money, but we demand an
extra edition alimost every hour,
In the bigger citles of the doun-
try. Like griddle cakes, we like

4 them only when they're hot, und
the wonderful pictorfals for which the world hns
been sennned by the editors, onre thrown aslde
after 4 cursory examinntion.

Did you ever stop to think of the time when this
Ineessiant demand fTor the print paper may not be
met? Already we henr of the rapld Incrense in the
prica of pulp, whleh Iz renchlng n stage where
many of the smailer publications of the country
will have to go out of business; Even the bigger
ones are feeling the pinch, and some nre roising
their prices, others reduclng the numbier of pages,
and still others are mnking the ndvertlser pay.
The newspupers have not been the only ones to
suffer by pulp shortage, for book publishers, too,
have had thelr worries. In fact, all users of paper,
down to the sehoolboy with e tablet, lave hod to
pay more for an fufertor quallty of paper thon was
the ease g yeur or two ngo.

In 1914, we used about 5.000 tons of newsprint
every day. Our present use hns reached 6.000
tons a duy, and the demand {8 Increasing at the
rate of ahout 10 per cent 4 yeir, which |= greatly
In exeess of the rite of Incrense o population,

To supply our presses with newsprint requires
annunlly about 3,000,000 cords of pulp wood. To
meet onr requlrements for magazines and book
pupers, statlonery and business papers of all
kinds, 4,000,000 cords more of pulp wood are con-
sumed annunlly., Yroduetion bharely keeps up this
consumption, for while 1 |s ostimated the news-
papers will need about SS5,000 tons for the first
glx months of this year, the estlmnted supply la
fAxed at 930,000 tons.

But o few yénrs ngo this conntry wn= ahle to
supply all of Its own necds and in addition fure
nish paper to forelgn countries, but that time has
passed, Now we must depend upon Chnada for
at least a third of our domestie supply, and this
percentage I8 rapldly Increasing,

Our forefathers, and even our fathers, looked
about them, nnd saw apparently endless and In-
exhnustible supplies of forest trees. The wood-
man wns not told to “spare that tree,” and they
were ruthlessly, sometimes wantonly, destroyed
Where one tree wis utllized for commercial pur-
poses, two trees woere allowed to remaln as they
fell, only to rot away or be burned In the first
forest fire that swept over the devastated aren.
Toduy this poliey has resulted In our privately
owned supply of pulp womls belng so exhausted
thnt not more than 15 yenrs' supply remalns,

Serfous as the sltuation appears to he, there 18
no enuse for alurm, If we wake up to our duty
to conserve our remnining supply. There |s
enough pulp wood in our natlonal forest to meet
the future needs of this country, and If we qur-
sue n systematic course in avolding wnste In our
wood-manufacturing plants and encournge the
reforestatlon of our cut-over lands (of which
there are 70000000 acreg In the northern etites
nlone) we eould eanslly supply the world,
By followlng the ecorrect practices of forestry,
and by conserving our supply. the publicly owned
Himher In the Unlted States will last indefinitely.

The forest servies has estimated that there
are In the natlonnl foreste at least 300,000.000,000
feet of pulp wooil. This I& equivalent to 800,000,
000 cords, and for all kinds of paper we use bhut
7,000,000 cords n yepr. This estimate does not
inelude the pulp wood pvallable on privately
owned londs of the West,

Practieally nll of opr pulp Is nt present made
from northern wooils, where stumpnge costs run
from S2.50 to &0 per cord, stonding in the forest,
In the West tlmber sultable for the manufacture
of pulp ranges In preide ferom 25 cents to £1.25
per cord. The Tact that these vast supplles In
the West have not yet heen developed Is due to
gsevernl enuses, Lack of tronsportation has boen
a big handieap and then the Inrge Investments
tled up In the paper mills precinde thelr moves
ment while it 15 possible to gecare timber nearer
at hand, even at vastly hicher prices.

From the stundpoint of geographical loeation
and transportation to the minlerlty of the paper
naers In the central amd eastern stntes, The
Weostern paper woods fall Into two hroad belts.
The first is avallable to tidewater shipments from
the Pacific const, Iving principally on the west
slope of the Caseade mountaing In Oregon and
Washington, Including wvast arens ftributary to
Puget #ound and running up along the senboard
in southensterly Alagka, There are 70,000,000,
000 feet of spruce and hemlock In the natlonal
forests of Alaska alone. In many respects the
conditions found in Alnska duplieate those of
Norway, the leading country of the world In the
paper Industry, It is sald by those who have
studied the country that the forest of Alaska will
produce more wealth for the United Stutes thnn
aven her gold or her coal, vast and valuable as
are those commodities,

The second timber helt nf Western paper woods
extends through the northern IRocky mountains,
from the Cunadlan line Into Colorado and Utuh,
This belt, shut off from water transportation can
hardly be considered n practical source of supply
of paper for the enstern states, but I8 n logical
storehopse of raw materlals for the paper re-
quirements of the Misstssippl valley, The Rocky
mopntaing contaln n number of excellent paper
woods, and with proper development should sup.
ply both the paper required for local consump-
tion and that pecessury to replace the diminiah-
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ing supplics of the lnke gtates for the necds of
the middie Wost,

In additlon to the principal pulp-supplying
woods, spruce nmd hemlock, [t heen found
from tests mnde by the government thut gt least
12 other species are suituble for the moanufacties
of pulp. Iingle-
mann spruce; lodgepole pine, white fir amd other
cheap anil plentiful coniferous woods of 1he West,
At least theke wonds woere found to be
good enouell for newspriot, and paper made from
somie of them was actually used In
several metropolitan newspapers:

In looking to the West for our future supply of
wood pulp it Is gratifying to note that two other
elements that will make for the rendy develop-
ment of the wood-pulp industry are found In
proximity 1o the forests, These two elements
are waterpower oand conl, Throughout the moun-
tuninous sintes of the West arve hundreds of
streams, the power from which, If conserved and
harnessed, would operate with the wmintmum of
expense, the grentest pulp plants in the world,
The snme 5 true of our undeveloped conl fields
In Alnska nnd other stites, '

In enrrving out the government polley of utll-
fzing the nitiarnl resources of the eountry with-
out Injuring them, the forest service Inst yonr
made enles of publle timber nmounting to §1,795,-
000, Theee snles were mnde to o great number
of widely scaltered interests, ineluding lumber
compnnies, rillronds, minlog componles and one
Western paper mill.  To encournge the estnblish-
ment of new mills and pulp plants in the West,
the government hns annoupced thot It will enter
inta long-term contracts for the supplying of tim-
ber at modernte prices, nnd under such conditions
ps nre just, both to the purchaser and the publie

hie

Soe of thess new specles are

editions  ofe

Experts report that It 18 entirely practieal to
munufoeture newsprint In Alnskn and dellver 1t
through the Panwmn epandl, to New York, ot o
cost of not more thun &5 per ton, When It 18
congldered that current prices for simllar paper
rauhge from 200 a ton apward. it 18 evident thot
f new Industry conld be built up in Alaska thnt
would be un exceodlngly prafitnble ope,

While no definite pluns huve been mnde to, that
end, it 18 possible thint before long Uncle Sam
muy find It profituble to erect s own mill in

Alngkn to prodites print paper,  Such o il wonld
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cost about ny for {tself

within o few
government of

s is thut if private

i ({I}INERE
can be nduced to moet

turers of puaper tl
ininde of the conintry 1t woulldl be unwise far the
gaverpment to  the , but If our present
theeatensd shortnge of romuteriulizes, sgeh |
o plunt will doubtless be constructed in Alaskn
Another phase of the wond-pulp Industry thit
Is being considersl by the government experts
Is 1o wmore fully utlilze the vust quoantities o
woorl wastedl annunlly by the siwmlllz of the
country,  This wnste sregntes something over
GOO0OIN0  dords o ¥eur, o large part of which

might be snved,

If we ure to make our paper Industey o perma-
ent one, It I8 necesgary for us not only to cons
serve our present supply bur to plant cut-over
Inds, to Insure o supply in the years to eome

Dentded lnnds enn be planted with 10000 »oung
trees per dere at 4 dost of about S0 per dere,
Some of the large paper companies pued now do-
fng this, and thelr efforts pre belng encouraged

by the government. In addition, the forest serv-
fee Is enrexving ont o definite polley of reforestn
tlon Io vurious puarts of the country.

BOYS IN KHAKI AND SOME WHO ARE NOT
QUICK TO LEARN THE FRENCH LANGUAGE

Men have taken to the study of French with
only a little less nssiduity than women to knit-
ting. They are n trifle more shy about It, to be
sure. One does not hear them “parleying” to any
great extent in public places, hut they are secretly
much pleased with thelr achievement of a few
phrases, and, make no doubt about it, they willl
goon be able to make love to the French girls and
keep up their end of the conversation with the
pollus,

Of course, it begnn with the soldiers and gnllors,
thls euperness to learn French, They had good
renson, and, besldes, there were invitations dis-
played everywhere for them to enroll themselves
In French classes and be tuught this delightful
longunge without charge, There aren’t so muany
things offered free, éven Lo young men in uniforn,
that they ean aflord to &lght anything bearing
the gratis tag.

Then there are a great many attractive young
women who pucker thelr mouths up quite bewlt li=
ngly in 1eaching the novice how to pronounce the
French “11." A pretty American giel ns n teacher
of rench is o temptation to those who would not
pursue lenring for its own suke. Of course, thers
are all KkKinds of teachers und sowe qre sterp——
just tenchers, But most of them seem to hove a
pretty good Iden that the young men i unlform
are not wanting to rend Cornellle or Moliere at
presopt, but Just to know the words that may help
them to find thelpr wny sround in France when
they are off duty and asgk for something to ent or
n few things Hke that, and if they go n litle fur-
ther will help them at lenst to start o conversation
with the French of hoth sexes,

“Iagy I'rench” and other little books with sim-
flarly alluripg titles are to be found In many a
khakl pocket and are pulled out for study on the
triln or elsewhere, One young man with a single
bat on his shoulder covered the English purt of
the menu with his hand In o restaurant and read
aloud every article on the French side to his own
great satisfaction, The only snd moment waos
when he gave his order In his best French and
the walter sald, “Beg paron, sir.”

Young men who are not in uniform are taking
up French, too, Of course, they never know when
they may be called.

Also, nfter the war every one will want to go
to France nnd won't waut to leave nll the talking
to the wmilitary chaps, who will be poffed up
enough, any wny. French {s golng to be such a
popular language and the French such fine people
that it would be bad form for an American to be
out of it eltogether,

Two young men were having a discussion an to
which it would be more ndvantageous to study,
French or Spanish, 4f an American wanted a sec-
ond lnngunge nt his command. "Spanish will bg
the language of the most profitable business for
us, that of South Ameriea,” one asserted.

“Thers will be scme business to be done with

-

the French," replied the other,

“No, French will be all right ns an aceomplish-
ment and for soelnl purposes, but 'l bet there will
be more dollars for the man who spenks Spanish.”

“Spaln's o forelgn country to me, but Frunce is
my kin. Me for the French lnagunge.”

Aslde from the Ameriean volunteers who have
lenrned epough French oat home or abrond to feel
qualified to pass It on there nre mony French pers
song who are exceedingly glad to exchunge the
knowledge of thelr mother tongue for the useful
American dollar,

To the thunt that Amerionns could never really
talk French s mun, conning a8 book on French
ldloms, rotorted, "Well, T Dbet we can begat the
Tommles out.”

One Man Cengidered Eniistment Gocd as a Ralse
of Wages—Isidore Kantor's Mistake.

Some nmusing storles are coming out of the
draft exemption In Chlengo one of those
called for exominn boelafmed exemprion on the
ground of supporting his mother,

“Tosave S0 on week out of my pay and give It to
my mother," o snid

"Well, do vou know vom ein save 88 gut of yotir
prmy puy and glve It

“Is thnt 207 Sure, you o tnke me, then, It's
Just as gool as getting a

O o different ooiure is o incldent that oe-
curred In They were ¢ (e Gves

Now York,
of Isidore K 1
poor,  After fhng it 1
chart one of the examiners asked @

“Now enn yon see?’

ST see” sild Isidore, “nothing but a Wlae"

Then they took blm closer yet,

“How now?"

“Everyt'ing."
of me"

Fur aeross the room an nsslstant exnminer held
uloft an oblong bit of yellowlsh paper,

“Whoever tells me what this I8 can have it,"” he
yelled,

Istdore turned and took one short look,

“T got 1t1" he announced. *“It's a ten tollars!”

That particulur 810 was held back, but the ex-
emptors promised Isldore that his Uncle Sam will
glve him three like it every month until the war
ls over.

or ol

ing o tile ¢

sald Isidore, “is like n fog In froant

MOTHER'S OVERSIGHT,

Oltve was tensing to have a party on her birth.
duy, which came In the winter, so she could invite
the lttle girls whose parties she had anttended the
previvus summer. But as the weather was severe
at that Hime she was told she would have to glve
It up, ns none of her Uttle friends would be able
to come on necount of the cold. Bhe fretted con-
sldernbly over this, and finnlly exclaimed: “Moth-
er, why didn't you nsk God to send me In the
summer time™
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INTINATIONAL
SUNDAYSCTIO0L

LESSON

By REV. P. B, FITZWATER, D, D,
‘enchoer of English Bible In the Mooy
Hibla Institute of Chickgo. s

(Copyright, 1017, Western Nowspaper Unlon, )

LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 18

NEHEMIAH'S PRAYER ANSWERED,

LEBBON TEXT—Neliemlah 2:1-11
GOLDEN TEXT—Ask and it ephall ber

given unto you.—Matihew 7.7

It was four months nfter Neheminly
learned of the desolntion of Jerusalem
that he had the opportunity to make
known his request to the king., Juse
why he dId not test the klug's attd
tode townrd him nnd his project
etirller, we have no Information. Pers
haps there wons no groeat function st
which e was called upon to minister
in this Interval, or his tum of serv-
Iee had not arrived, or his duties were
g0 exacting that no opportunity wns
afforded for him to unbogom his grief
to the king.

I. Nehemiah's Request to the King
(ve. 1-8). (1) Itz ocenslon, v 1 AS
eup-bearer he wus minlstering before
the king. 'The cup-beurer wus more
thun & mere valet. He entered very
closely fnto the life's interests of the
king. so that the lnner life and spirit
of the cup-bearer woe known, It wae
expected of such servants that they
| manifest perfect happiness while in
the presence of the king, Ta liﬂ]"leﬂrp
In his presence otherwise would lkely
b to the displenrure of the kingd
| Neheminl's sad countenance while
thue serving awnkened the king's sus-
| plelon.  The matler was serlous forn
| Neheminh wns ufraid under the elrs
CUMELATIONS,

() The king's inguiry, v. 2
king percolved thnt Nehomldh's conn-
tenance was snd, though hie was not
nnd he knew thot comething ex-
trnordinnry had come into the life of
lils cup-bearer. !
(8) The offect upon Neheminh, v 2.
His hieart was filled with fear, He didg
not know burt what this impropriety
was S0 grent ns to eause his dismissal.
|H1-& fenr was more than that of lesing
| hig position: to be dlzmissed from be-

The

| #lnk

‘ Hng cup-hearer would mean the loss of

an opportunity to present hils reguest
to the klng: and, without the king's
ganction and nld, his enterprise would
fail.

(4) Nohemioh's tactful reply, v. 8.
He sceks to concilinte the king by
expres=ing n degp Intersst In the roynk
e and person.  Tie “May the
king live forever” and then tells that
the canse of his grief was the desoln~
tion of the city where his fathers
were buried,

(5) The contents of Neheminh's re-
quest, vv, 58, (n) To he sent to Judaly
to bulld the walls of Jerusalem, Vv,
B, 6. Thls request virtually mennt to
he granted a leave of absence from
the Persinn ecourt nnd to be appointed
militnry gavernor of that part of the
kingdom of Artaxerxes. The king,
doublless, saw that such o move would
be of partlenlar benefit to hls kings
dom politienlly, owing to the strategie
position of Jernsalem, between Baby-
lon and Egypt. In the case of the
breaking out of hosilities between
these powers, to have a fortifled city
in Palestine would be of Immense lm-
portance. At the king's request, a
definite time was set for this lesve of
abzence, v. 8. He remained in Jerusa-
lem for twelve yenrs, A slde light om
the king's gracious attitude towned
Nehemiah 18 given fn this: *“The
queen nlso sitting by him” She s
not named, but in all probability 1t
was Esther,

(h) ¥or letters to the governors be«
vond the river, v. 6. Doubtless the
pith of his journey wns a dapgerons
one, and the teavelers' safety depend-
ed upon having credentials from the
king. These letters were more thams
mere credentinls. They were orders
for actoully conveying him pnd his
party to Judah. Xra, years lwfurc._
bhad deslsted from asking a band of
| soldlers, but Nehemianh was free to
| nsk such o favor, It was right {n bofl
| enses, but not expedient ifn that of
Ezrn, Muny problems are clear, if
|\h- distingulsh between that which &
| Inwful aod that which 18 expedient-
| (0) A letter of requisition for sap-
| plies of timber, v, 8, Thls timber wos
necded. first for the palnce or enstle,
thant 1s, for the fortress near the tem-
ple: secand, for the wplls gnd gates
of the elty; and third, for the King's
official residence.

11, Nehemiah's Request Granted, v.
B, Neheminh was a tactfal diplomat.
He exercised sound sense and pru-
dence In all things, but he supremely
depended uwpon God and prayed for
God's disposal of the king's heurt a®
he made hig*request known, v, 4, The
king granted his request “sccording
to the good hand of my God upon
me," v, 8. He asceibes the success of
his undertaking to God.

I1l. Nehemiah's Journey to Jerusas
lem, vv. 811, He journeyed from
Shushan to Jerusalem under the pro-
tection of a military escort. This
of double value: protection and nfm
When It was known that Nehemiaky
was undertaking this work with the
consent of the king, Sanballat and
Tobiah were greatly grieved. It al-
ways 18 a grief to the enemy whem
thut which will further the loterest
of God and his people Is belpg muder
to succeed. When he resched Jerosa—
lem, he did not at once make his pur<
pose known, He walted for three doys
and then viewed the situation at nights
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